Rua Macmillan – Biography

[image: image1.png]



‘Young Scottish Highland fiddler delivers a debut of uninterrupted quicksilver playing to leave you breathless and eager for more.’ 

(((( Songlines review of ‘Tyro’ by Rua Macmillan 
(A Songlines ‘Top Of The World’ album)
Originally from Nairn, in the Scottish Highlands, fiddler Rua Macmillan has quickly made a name for himself as one of the rising stars in the highly competitive world of Scottish traditional music. Having graduated with a B.A. (Hons.) in Scottish Music from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama in 2008, he has already toured extensively throughout Europe and the U.S.

In February 2009, Rua was awarded the prestigious title of BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician of the Year. The following summer he performed at Cambridge Folk Festival.

His debut album ‘Tyro’ (CDTRAX 346) was released on the Greentrax label in May 2010 and was re-released in March 2011 ahead of a fourteen date UK tour with fellow award winner Ewan Robertson of Breabach.

Rua performs in a trio with Tia Files (from Bodega) on guitar and Adam Brown on bodhran.
‘Rua MacMillan is one of the brightest of the current generation of rising stars to emerge from the R.S.A.M.D.’s Scottish Music.  As a stylist of Scottish fiddle he is second to none.  As an arranger of traditional music in the modern idiom there is no one I’d listen to more!’ Brian McNeill, founder of the Battlefield band and former head of Scottish Music at the R.S.A.M.D.
Rua Macmillan’s trio is on a 14 date co-headline tour with Ewan Robertson from 19th March-10th April 2011 in Scotland, England and Wales with the support of PRSF and Creative Scotland.  
In 2011 he will perform at Celtic Connections Festival in Glasgow, Fiddles On Fire Festival at King’s Place in London and The Sage Gateshead, The Hebridean Celtic Festival, WOMAD Bristol Zoo, WOMAD Charlton Park, Warwick Folk Festival, The North Sea Festival in Norway, Ortigueira Festival in Spain and more, and in autumn will tour in Norway, England and Northern Ireland, with more dates to confirm soon.  
 ‘Sweeps away any competition’ Songlines, June 2011 

For more information contact:
Terry O’Brien, Playpen Management & Agency
Tel: 01795 533 551 / 07932 720 058 / Email: terry@playpen.fsbusiness.co.uk
